
Thank you for taking this survey, which assesses the impacts of the Apprenticeship Program at the UCSC Farm and Garden, Center for
Agroecology & Sustainable Food Systems.

This survey explores what Alumni have done to help create a more sustainable food system through their work experiences,
particularly through farming and gardening. We also explore the extent to which the Apprenticeship Program contributed to these
efforts, and how we might better serve future apprentices. This information will help us meet our funder's reporting requirements, apply
for new funding and improve the work of the program.

This survey may take from 5 to 15 minutes to complete. The amount of time depends on the amount of work experience and the extent
of feedback people have to offer.

The survey will remain active until 07/22/15. Your answers will remain confidential. Reports to staff and others will show your
responses in summaries, or quotes with no name attached. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Jan Perez at
jperez@ucsc.edu or 831-459-3235.

To begin, place the four digit PIN number we emailed to you in the box below and click the "next" button.

1. Please enter your PIN # here.



Year (yyyy)

2. What year did you attend the Apprenticeship Program as a 1st year?

3. Were you a 2nd year apprentice?

Yes

No

4. Since graduating from the Apprenticeship Program, have you done any work in the sustainable food and
agriculture system field (paid, apprenticed, self-employed or start-up*)? 

*We are defining 'start-up' as work that may not have been paid, but your intention was to get it funded
eventually.

Yes

No

Unsure



5. Please describe your most recent job/effort.

For example: running a 3 acre flower farm, sales manager for an organic seed company, program manager
at a food security organization, etc.)

6. Are you currently doing this work?

Yes

No

Unsure

7. Did any of the work you've done involve farming, gardening or growing food with organic or sustainable
methods?

Yes

No

Unsure



8. Please describe your most recent effort (if different than above).

9. Is this your current job?

Yes

No

Unsure

Other (please specify)

10. What are the goals of the your most recent farm or garden job (choose all that apply)?

Food production

Education

Addressing food insecurity

Other

11. Have you managed, operated or owned/co-owned a farm since graduating from the Apprenticeship
Program?

Yes

No

Unsure



Other (please specify)

12. Please identify your farm involvement since graduating from the Apprenticeship Program

Managed/operated

Owned/co-owned

Ran a non-profit farm

Other

13. If an owner/co-owner, what year did you begin or join that farm?

14. Most recently, farming represented about what % of your income?

0%-25%

26%-50%

51%-75%

76%-100%

Not applicable

Acres

15. What is the maximum acreage you've farmed?

16. Do you currently own/co-own, operate or manage a farm?

Yes - Manage/operate a farm

Yes - Own/co-own a farm

Yes - Run a non-profit farm

No

Unsure



17. Why did you stop farming?

Year (yyyy)

18. What year was your last farming season?

19. What did you need to keep farming?



20. What state is your farm located in?

21. Where is the farm situated?

Urban (within city or town limits)

Peri-urban (just outside of city or town limits)

Rural

22. Do you intend to continue farming next year?

Yes

No

Unsure



23. If no or unsure, why?



24. How did the Apprenticeship Program help you manage/operate/own a farm?

25. How could the Apprenticeship Program have better helped you to manage/operate/own a farm?

26. What services or supports are important to help you/others start to farm or to scale-up the farming
operation?



Education

27. Did any of the jobs you've done in the sustainable food and agriculture system involve teaching others
to grow food or learn about the food system?

Yes

No

Unsure



28. Are you currently doing this kind of work?

Yes

No

Unsure

29. Have you used the CASFS Training Manuals? This includes:
* Teaching Organic Farming & Gardening: Resources for Instructors
* Teaching Direct Marketing & Small Farm Viability: Resources for Instructors

Yes

No

Unsure



30. How did the manual(s) help you?



31. Are there other ways the Apprenticeship or the Center for Agroecology & Sustainable Food Systems
(CASFS) could support you in the work you are currently doing?

Yes

No

Unsure



32. How could the Apprenticeship or CASFS help?



 Yes No Unsure

Own/co-own a farm?

Operate/co-operate a
farm?

Start/run a non-profit
farm?

Work in the sustainable
food system in some
other manner?

Other

Other (please specify)

33. In the future, do you intend to

34. DID you ever intend to own/co-own a farm?

Yes

No

Unsure

35. Have you used the Grow-A-Farmer website?

Yes

No

Unsure



Other (please specify)

36. Did you use the Grow-A-Farmer website to . . .

Find work

Connect with classmates

Use the forum

Post available jobs

Use the farmer education network calendar

Other

37. Was the website useful for you?

Yes

No

Unsure

38. If yes, how was it useful?

39. What would make it more useful?



40. Do you have any other feedback, comments or suggestions you'd like to share with us about the
Apprenticeship Program?



41. Gender

Female

Male

Other

Decline to state

42. Ethnicity (choose all that apply)

American Indian or Native American

Asian

Black or African American

Hispanic or Latino

Pacific Islander

White or Cascasian

Other

43. Are you a veteran?

Yes

No

Unsure

44. Age

Under 25

25-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

66+



Other (please specify)

45. May we contact you, based on your responses to this survey, to see if you'd be interested in
participating in a follow-up interview?

Yes

No

Unsure

Thank you for completing the survey!

We greatly appreciate it! Your responses will help the program raise money and
serve new apprentices.

If you'd like to find out more about what's going on at the UCSC Farm & Garden,
Center for Agroecology & Sustainable Food Systems - go here: casfs.ucsc.edu
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