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		New Entry is Taking Action and
Supporting Our Farming Community 
First, we at New Entry are writing to check in and send well wishes during this stressful and unprecedented time with Covid-19.  Our tremendous heartfelt gratitude is with all of the people on the front-line - from food producers and distributors, to healthcare professionals, educators, transportation personnel, and law and emergency officials.  We are also writing to share a few measures we will be implementing at New Entry, share some uplifting news, recipes, activities, films, and books to brighten your day, and highlight the importance of supporting a resilient, local, sustainable food system.  Now more than ever, we are asking our community to help support our farmers during this time.  They are certainly "essential" to us all.
While this moment in history is uniquely challenging, it reminds us how interconnected and interdependent  we all are, and how we must take care of ourselves so we can care for others. While our physical New Entry office is closed and several staff are working remotely, our farm staff are preparing for the growing season: seeding in the greenhouse, organizing tools, ordering supplies, preparing equipment, and creating virtual orientation videos to welcome our new farmers to the incubator.  We have moved many of our farm training courses online such as our Explore Farming Workshop next Sunday, April 5th from 10-12 EST, and our Farm Labor Focus Groups will be held online on Sunday 4/5 from 4-5:30 pm (register) and Monday 4/6 4-5:30 pm (register).  We are actively growing our CSA and Food Hub customers as our farmers are preparing for the growing season.  We are also assessing ways to support other producers in the region affected by market closures by leveraging our Food Hub infrastructure earlier this spring. 

We are exploring home delivery options, and encourage you to check out our new CSA Your Way Program this year.  Reports estimate that local and regional food supply systems could lose up to $3.1 billion just between March and May this year.  Farming and supporting local farms is more essential now than ever, and we hope you will find some hope, inspiration, and helpful resources throughout this newsletter. 






		Spring Sprouts at Moraine Farm
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		There are signs of spring all around the farm!  You can see Ben Zoba, Beginning Farmer Educator, from our team in the background here as we see our first garlic sprouts popping up this week in our Demonstration Plot at the farm.  When so much seems uncertain, we know that mother nature continues to persevere and provide. 



	We are preparing for our incubator farm program to continue this year, with 6 new first-year farmers being allotted space at Moraine Farm, joining our returning 6 farmers.  These dozen farm businesses will grow produce that goes into both our CSA program and Food Access Program.  Love your Farmer, especially now.  
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		Covid-19 Resources for Farmers
Reports estimate that local and regional food supply systems could lose up to $3.1 billion just between March and May this year. Mass Department of Agricultural Resources has guidance for farmers, farm stands, and markets on their COVID-19 resource page for agriculture, including grant and loan programs for farmers.  Below is a listing of other resources for farmers during this time of uncertainty an business instability.

1.  AFT Farmer Relief Grant Program -  This program will award farmers with cash grants of up to $1,000 each to help them weather the current storm of market disruptions caused by the coronavirus crisis.  Initially, eligible applicants include any small and mid-size direct-market producers. These are defined as producers with annual gross revenue of between $10,000 and $1 million from sales at farmers markets and/or direct sales to restaurants, caterers, schools, stores, or makers who use farm products as inputs.

2.  United Way Covid-19 Family Support Fund - The fund will support the work of 20 organizations throughout Eastern Massachusetts and Southern New Hampshire in administering emergency assistance to families of hourly and low-wage workers, providing one-time grants of up to $2,000 to cover food, housing, and child care.

3.  CISA Emergency Farm Fund - CISA’s Emergency Farm Fund offers zero-interest loans to assist farms struggling to meet their immediate needs as a result of crisis events.  In April 2020, for the first time, CISA is opening the Emergency Farm Fund to support farms who are facing financial losses due to a non-weather-related event, the spread of COVID-19. For more information on how COVID-19 is affecting local farms and CISA’s response to it, click here. 
Loan applications will be accepted from farms that:
· Have had losses due to COVID-19
· Operate in Franklin, Hampshire, or Hampden counties in Massachusetts
· Demonstrate need and a capacity to repay the loan (perfect credit history not required)
· Have gross annual sales for 2019 that were $20,000 or more. If your farm did not gross at least $20,000, please contact CISA at 413-665-7100 for more information
Other COVID-19 resources for farmers, business owners, and market managers can be accessed here.

4.  MarketLink Program, Free SNAP card reader - If you sell at a farmers' market or are a direct marketing farmer, you may qualify for a free card reader and a one-year subscription to TotilPay Go, which ensures accurate transactions by automatically matching SNAP-eligible items with the best payment method.

5.  Building Farm Resilience in this crisis -  Cornell Small Farms Program recently launched a curated resource page to support the farming community.

6.  A Readiness Assessment for Continuity of Farm Business - This open-source checklist developed by PASA and Penn State Extension helps farmers develop a business continuity plan to adapt to and support contingency planning during the pandemic.

7.  Other Farm Resources - There are many other regional farm organizations with excellent resources for farmers and food producers throughout New England, here are a few:
 - Land for Good COVID-19 Resource Page
 - Farm to Institution New England COVID-19 Resources
 - UVM's Considerations for Fruit and Vegetable Growers Related to COVID-19
 - Mass Food Systems Collaborative COVID-19 Resource Page
 - New Entry's COVID-19 resource document is editable, so feel free to add resources to this list!

8.  How the CARES Act will support relief to farmers - keep up to date with federal relief efforts through regularly analysis from the National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition's blog and action alerts.

Where are YOU finding the best COVID-19 resource information?  Email us to share and we will add to our updates. 






		






		






		Stay Healthy with These Inspired Recipes
from our Food Hub
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	With so many of us indoors these days, what better time to try a new recipe, especially healthy ones that are full of nourishment.  A few favorites with New England seasonal storage crops available now: 

Beet Dip - Try this purple veggie dip great for snacks or as a spread. 
 
Teriyaki Beets -This is a quick and easy broiler technique.  Just find your baster and get ready for this tasty dish! 
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	Roasted Carrots with Cumin - or substitute any number of other delights (raisins, dates).

Kale Dip with Snap or Snow Peas -Easy and quick dip packed with vitamins and flavor.  









		Farm Fun for the Kids!
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	A little break for the kids, too!   Here's some fun farm-themed coloring pages, videos, Agriculture curriculum, and virtual farm field trip for the kids.  









	
	






Ways To Support Local Farms and Farmers 
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	CSA, Your Way
We are just about 2 months out from the start of our CSA!  In addition to our traditional CSA, new for 2020, we are offering a flexible CSA where you can pick your items each week!  Our CSA networks consists of about 20 local farmers who grow the food and deliver it weekly.  In the event our pickup locations do not open for the start of the season, we are exploring potential home delivery.  Sign up today to support and enjoy fresh and local food June through October.
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	Swap Your License Plate to Support Fresh and Local Food and Farming In MA
100% of proceeds from our Fresh and Local License Plate go to supporting MA farms and farmers.  Make the switch today to help us sustain our programming and show your support of local Massachusetts agriculture.  More information here. 
 









		Inspiring Film and Books to Engage!
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	Raspando Coco
A few months ago at our National Community Food Systems Conference in Savannah, Georgia, we hosted Pilar Eguez Guevara, a cultural anthropologist from Ecuador who researches, teaches and produces films on the issues of race and ethnicity, culture, history, global food politics, food justice, and public health. Raspando Coco is a documentary about the health impacts and cultural and culinary traditions surrounding coconut by Afro-Ecudorians in Esmeraldas, Ecuador.  
Pilar is offering this wonderful film with FREE open access here and hopes it brings joy and inspiration during these uncertain times. To request a licensed DVD for viewing, please email here or visit the website. 
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	Inspired Reading
If you are looking for some interesting reading while you are hunkered down, we recommend checking out the following books: 
The New American Farmer, Immigration, Race and the Struggle for Sustainability - Laura-Anne Minkoff-Zern argues that immigrant farmers, with their knowledge and experience of alternative farming practices, are—despite a range of challenges—actively and substantially contributing to the movement for an ecological and sustainable food system. We couldn't agree more.  Scholars and food activists should take notice. 
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	Growing a Revolution, Bringing our Soil Back to Life - David Montgomery introduces us to farmers around the world at the heart of a brewing soil health revolution that could bring humanity’s ailing soil back to life remarkably fast. He lays out a solid case for an inspiring vision where agriculture becomes the solution to environmental problems, helping feed us all, cool the planet, and restore life to the land.  Long live those soil microbes! 









		Please know that we are here to help, connect, and to serve.  Together, we are resilient and strong, and will continue to drive our mission to improve our local and regional food systems by training the next generation of farmers.  Please feel free to reach out if we can support you in any way throughout the coming weeks!

In solidarity, 
Jennifer Hashley and the New Entry Team
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