
Shopping for 
Fertilizer
• Is it Organic?

• Is it good for our crops (N-P-K)?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are many products for sale?With so many choices , how do we chose the right one for our farm?
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Presentation Notes
Ditto



Organic or

Not Organic?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At our farm, we have a rule that only Organic fertilizer is allowed.  We have talked about the difference between Organic and Non-organic farming practices and why we use only Organic practices at our farm beforeWe have also talked about the difference between organic and non-organic fertilizers before.In the store, how can we tell if a fertilizer is organic or not?







Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is another symbol, that you can trust.  It also means that the product is really Organic and something that is OK to use at our farm.However, Our government has very strict rules for which food products can be labeled ‘organic,’ but the rules for fertilizers are not strict.not every fertilizer that has the word ‘organic’ on the package is really the kind we want to use.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our government has very strict rules for which food products can be labeled ‘organic,’ but the rules for fertilizers are not strict.  So seeing the word ‘organic’ on a package is not enough for us to know whether this fertilizer is OK to use on an organic farm.If you can find this symbol on the package, you can be sure that the product is Organic.This symbol means that this fertilizer meets the United States Department of Agriculture’s standards for Organic.
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Presentation Notes
These are some other symbols that we can probably trust.  Each of these symbols includes the name of a organization that has a expertise and a good reputation among Organic farmers.   But there are several trustworthy organizations and it is hard to remember all of their symbols.  If you have questions about a fertilizer you are interested in buying, take a photo of the package and consult with farm staff before you buy or use it at our farm.
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Presentation Notes
These are symbols which do not guarantee that this fertilizer is Organic.  They look good: They use the color green and the word ‘organic,’ but  any manufacturer can put these on their package.  So how can you tell the difference?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the most common symbols that you can trust.  Use your hand out to remember what they look like and compare them to symbols on the package.If you are not sure, take a photo of the package and consult with farm staff.  Include any symbols that you see in your photo.
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Presentation Notes
Here you can see the OMRI symbol on the bottom corner of this fertilizer bag.
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Presentation Notes
This is a close up of the OMRI symbol –which we can trust- on that same bag.
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Presentation Notes
This one is confusing.  The symbol is unfamiliar, but the words next to it claim that is has been certified by a USDA approved organization.  But it does not name that organization.   If you find something like this, check with staff before buying or using that fertilizer at our farm. 
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Presentation Notes
Another mystery logo. It looks good, but it is hard to tell what is means.
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Presentation Notes
This product – with this green and yellow packaging-  is NOT Organic and should not be used at our farm.  This is not to pick on the Miracle-Gro company.  They also make the OMRI approved fertilizer we looked at earlier.





N-P-K
10-10-10
10-20-10
10-0-5
24-8-16

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have already talked about the role of N, P, and K in plant fertilizer.  Now we will look at how to tell how much of these three nutrients are in a fertilizer.All fertilizer packages must list these nutrients on the package in this format.  If you see the number 10-10-10, or 20-20-20, this means that this fertilizers has equal amounts of N, P, and K.10-20-10 means that there is twice as much P as there is N or K.Some fertilizers may have just N.  This will be shown as 10-0-0.All kinds of combinations are possible: 24-8-16, …Now let’s look at where you can find this information of a fertilizer package.
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Presentation Notes
Here is a pile of 36-pound bags of fertilizer.  The N-P-K information is on a bottom corner.
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Presentation Notes
Here is a close up.5-2-0 is a high N fertilizer which will promote growth of green leaves.  It has no K.
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Presentation Notes
Here is another pile of fertilizer bags with 24-0-11 also in a bottom corner.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is also shown in very large print on the front of the bag.24-0-11 is a very high N fertilizer which will promote growth of green leaves.  This one has no K.
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Presentation Notes
This 5-pound bag of fertilizer also makes this  information easy to find in large print on the side of the package.
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Presentation Notes
Another example.
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Presentation Notes
Sometimes, especially on small packages, this information can be hard to find.  On this small jug, it is on the back  in small print – but it is there.4-10-3 means this fertilizer is good for roots growth.  We want strong root growth in young seedlings. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another example.5-4-5 means this fertilizer provides almost equal amounts of N, P, and K.
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Presentation Notes
Here is Miracle-Gro’s  non-organic plant food …



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is Miracle-Gro’s  non-organic plant food … where the N-P-K information is also on the back in small print.24-8-16 means that this fertilizer has lots of N – good for growth of green leaves.Remember every fertilizer package is legally required to show this information so yiou can pick the best fertilizer for your needs.
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